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PresenceofIronyinof"PrideandPrejudice"

OneofthemostprominentfeaturesoftheliterarystyleofJaneAustenisherfrequentuseofirony.In

fact,innootherbookisheruseofironymorepronouncedthaninPrideandPrejudice.InPrideand

Prejudice,JaneAustenemploysavarietyofirony,verbal,thematic,situational,anddramatic.

Thetitleofthenovelcontainsahiddenstrainofthematicirony.JaneAustensubtlyintroducesan

inversioninthethematicfoibles,‘Pride’and‘Prejudice’andthecharacterstheybelongto.ItisDarcy

whoissupposedtohavetheprideandElizabethwhoissupposedtohavetheprejudice.Butintheir

misunderstandingswitheachother,theyaccuseeachotherofexcessiveprideandprejudice.

VerbalironyispresentinprofusioninPrideandPrejudice.Theoft-quotedopeningsentenceofthe

novelisoneofthefinestexampleofverbalirony:“Itistruthuniversallyacknowledgedthatasingleman

inpossessionofagoodfortunemustbeinwantofawife”.Thestatementinfactencapsulatesthe

ambitionsoftheemptyheadedMrs.Bennet,andherdesiretofindagoodmatchforeachofherfive

daughters.Sometimesthecharactersareunconsciouslyironic,asMrs.BennetandMr.Collins.Mr.

BennetandElizabethservetodirectlyexpresstheauthor'sironicopinion.AlthoughMr.Bennetis

basicallyasensibleman,hebehavesstrangelybecauseofhissarcasmwithhiswife.Mr.Bennetcruelly

mockshiswife’ssillinesswiththecommentsas“…youareashandsomeasanyofthem,Mr.Bingley

mightlikeyouthebestoftheparty”.Elizabethistosomeextentsimilartoherfather’scynicism.Atthe

secondball,notonlydoessherejectDarcy’srequesttodancewithher,butalsomockshimwith

commentslike“Mr.Darcyisallpoliteness”,and“IamperfectlyconvincedbyitthatMr.Darcyhasno

defect”.Herspeechescracklewithironythatisfilledwithpepanddisplayvibranthumor.

Dramaticironyisatworkwhentheaudienceknowssomethingthatthecharacterdoesn’t,isseen

mainlythroughElizabethandDarcy.ElizabethiscriticalofJane’sblindnesstoothers’faults.This

criticismisfilledwithirony,becauseElizabethherselfisblindtothetruecharacterofDarcybecauseof

herprejudiceagainsthim.Also,DarcywasblindtohislovewhenhedeclinestodancewithElizabeth.In

addition,whentheGardinersaretalkingaboutafuturemistressofPemberley,theydon’tknowthat

DarcyhadproposedtoElizabethandthatshecouldhavebeenthatmistressnow.Thisgivesaclear

exampleofadramaticirony.

Thefocalpointofthestory’ssituationalironyisDarcy’sfallinginlovewithElizabeth.Mr.Darcy,who

oncecalledElizabeth“tolerable;butnothandsomeenoughtotempt(him)”,getscaptivatedbyherfine

countenance,andendsupadmittingthat“…itismanymonthssinceIhaveconsidered[Elizabeth]as

oneofthehandsomestwomenofmyacquaintance.”Likewise,Elizabeth,whostartsouthatingMr.

Darcywithapassion,endsupmarryinghim. Thereisafinestreakofironyinherresponseto

Charlotte’sengagementandherownsubsequentleniencytowardsmaterialismatthefirstsightof



Pemberley:“TobemistressofPemberleymightbesomething!"ElizabethtellsMr.Collinsthatsheisnot

thetypeofawomantorejectthefirstproposalandacceptthesecondbutdoesexactlythiswhenDarcy

proposeshersecondtime.

Mr.CollinsadvisestoMrBennet,talkingofLydia'selopement:"Yououghtcertainlytoforgivethemasa

Christian,butnevertoadmitthemtoyoursight,orallowtheirnamestobementionedinyourhearing."

Mrcollinsisbeingunconsciouslyironic,hisideaof'forgiveness'isn'treallyforgivingatall.

Ironyincharacterisevenmoreprominentthanironyofsituation.ItisironicalthatElizabethwhoprides

herselfonherperceptionanddisdainsJane’sblindnesstorealities,isherselfblindedbyherown

prejudice.DarcyalwaysthoughthimselftobeagentlemanbuthisownproposaltoElizabethisquite

ungentlemanly.Wickhamisgracefultolookat,butatheartheisanunredeemedvillain.TheBingley

SistershatetheBennetsfortheirvulgaritybutarethemselvesvulgarintheirbehaviour.LadyCatherine

deBourghviewsherselftobeagracefullady,butisanequallyself-conceitedandhaughtywoman.Mr.

Collinsalwaysboastsofhimselfasaclergyman,butisanironicalportraitofself-satisfiedsycophancy

andpomposity.Thus,thenovelaboundsinironyofcharacters.

Toconclude,theironyofJaneAustinisnottingedwithanybitterness,nordoesshereflecthercynicism.

Ratherherironycanbetermedcomic.IronyisusedbyJaneAustininPrideandPrejudicetoexposethe

hypocrisyandpretentiousnessofcontemporaryEnglishsociety.AndrewH.Wrightveryaptlyremaks

thatirony,atthehandsofJaneAusten,isthe“instrumentofamoralvision.”


